
The Great Pyramid of Giza: A Wonder of the Ancient World 

 
The Great Pyramid of Giza is one of the most famous landmarks in the world. It stands on the Giza 
Plateau, near the city of Cairo in Egypt. Built more than 4,500 years ago, it is the largest of the three 
pyramids at Giza and the only one still standing of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World. 

The Great Pyramid was built as a tomb for Pharaoh Khufu, who ruled Egypt during the Fourth 
Dynasty of the Old Kingdom. It is made of millions of limestone blocks, and it is thought that it 
took thousands of workers many years to complete. The pyramid originally stood at 481 feet (146 
meters) tall, but today it is about 455 feet (138 meters) high because some of the outer casing stones 
have worn away over time. 

The pyramid was built with incredible precision. The sides of the pyramid are almost perfectly 
aligned with the four cardinal directions: north, south, east, and west. This would have been a 
difficult task without modern technology! The base of the pyramid covers an area of about 13 acres 
(5 hectares), which is roughly the size of 10 football fields. 

Even though there are many theories, no one knows for sure how the ancient Egyptians built the 
Great Pyramid. Some historians believe they used ramps to lift the heavy stones into place. Workers 
may have dragged the stones up these ramps, one by one, and then carefully placed them into 
position. The stones used for the pyramid were cut from quarries nearby, and some of them weigh 
as much as 2.5 tons! 

The interior of the Great Pyramid is just as impressive as the outside. Inside, there are several 
chambers and passageways. The most important chamber is the King’s Chamber, where Pharaoh 
Khufu's body would have been placed. The chamber is made of huge granite blocks and has a 
ceiling with a special design to help support the weight of the pyramid above. There are also two 
smaller chambers, the Queen’s Chamber and a chamber that has not been fully explored. 

The Great Pyramid of Giza is not only an amazing piece of architecture but also a symbol of the 
ancient Egyptian civilization. It shows the Egyptians' advanced knowledge of math, engineering, 
and astronomy. The walls and the passageways were designed so that the pyramid would last for 
thousands of years. For centuries, the pyramid has inspired people from all over the world to learn 
more about ancient Egypt and its remarkable history. 

The Great Pyramid was a tomb for the Pharaoh, but it was also a symbol of power and protection 
for the king in the afterlife. It is said that the pyramid was originally covered in shiny white 
limestone, which made it sparkle in the sun, further showing its importance. 

Today, the Great Pyramid of Giza is a UNESCO World Heritage site and attracts millions of 
visitors every year. Although much of the original pyramid has weathered away, it still stands as a 
testament to the skills and creativity of the ancient Egyptians. It remains one of the most famous 
monuments in the world and a reminder of how people from the past used their knowledge to build 
things that would last for centuries. 


